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Borah High School students, from left, Katy Sword, 17, Lane Wade, 15, and Tucker Nelson, 18, have a bite to eat after band practice in Boise. Sword works two part-time jobs to
afford food, gas, clothes and the expenses that come with being in the high school band.

Teens are
feeling the
pinch
of the
economic
slump
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a beat-up Mazda pickup she owns outright.
= And still the Borah High School senior — who works two jobs to pay for
gas, insurance, food and clothes - said it’s difficult to find money for band trips
and extra school expenses, :
She’s already written off a graduation event at a local amusement center that
costs students $50 apiece.
“I don’t have $50. T can’t 80,” she said. “In order to just get by, I cut just
about everything.” The economic crisis has hit teenagers just as hard as their
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Job tips for teens

Nothing is certain in these tough economic times, but here
are some tips.that may help: .

Getting a job: )
e Fill out applications neatly in pen.
® Dress well whether you are picking up an application,

" returning it or going in for an interview,

® Make good eye contact.

e Shake hands firmly.

® Research the company for background before an
interview.

¢ Be ready to answer questions like: “What are your
greatest weaknesses?" or “What strengths can you bring to
this job?" or "How would you respond to an angry
customer?” or “Tell me about a time you went through a
crisis and how you responded to it."

Keeping a job:

* Be on time, which really means be five or 10 minutes
early so that you can put your personal things away and be
working when your shift begins,

e Don't call in sick unless you are really sick or contagious,
e Have a positive attitude.

e Put customers first.

¢ Don't have personal conversations or phone calls at work.
* Suggest ideas that save or make money for your
employer, or increase efficiency,
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parents - from work and
spending to education choices,
They've lost jobs or had hours
cut. They’re finding adults
competing with them for the jobs
in retail and fast food that they
used to dominate, They say they
arednvmg less, carpooling or

at cheaper places, and hanging
out at friends’ homes or parks
instead of going out.

“Igot the overall feeling that
kids aren’t doing anything
anymore,” said Sword, who

wrote an editorial on the issue for

her school newspaper. “They
don’t leave to go to lunch, no
movies, The majority of the.
student body is feeling the
pinch.”

“In the summer I had a job,

everything was fine, I was paying

my own bills,” the 17-year-old
said. “As soon as I lost my job, I

- understood how important

money was.” She said the loss
added to the family stress of her
mother’s long-term illness and
the potential volatility of her
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declining economy.

“This has been one of the
hardest years for me,” she said.

Twice as many people younger

than 22 in Idaho claimed
unemployment in January this
year (1,527) as did in January
2008 (748), according to the
Idaho Department of Labor.

“It’s pretty bleak,” said Kathi
Lecertua, a career counselor at
Borah High School.

Lecertua said she usually
receives phone calls from
employers with part-time
positions and e-mails of job lists
targeted at youth, but last month

there were no calls, and the list
had only one job suitable fora
student.

“Alot of these kids are just
going to have to ride out these
tough times like the adults are”
she said. “If you have a job, don’t
let go of it, because you're
unlikely to find another one.”

Anna Tominaga, a 17-year-old
senior graduating from Borah,
agrees it’s tough, She said she’s
not looking forward to the job
search that heats up as school
ends.

“I applied to 20 different
places” last summer, she said.
“But I couldn’t get a job &
anywhere. I was competing wi
30-year-olds.” This year, she
plans to broaden her search and
keep going until she’s employed.

“It’s going to be whatever job

will take me,” Tominaga said, “Pll

probably have to get two
part-time jobs.”

Some teens have deleted thei
dream colleges from their lists
because of tuitions and fees,

“Idid get accepted to the
University of Oregon and the
University of 1daho,” said Boral
senior Ashley Noseworthy, whe
plans to major in business
economics as an undergrad and
pursue a law degree. “And just
because of the cost of out-of-sta
tuition, I had to stay in Idaho.”
Many of her friends also were
accepted to their dream
universities in other states only’
find there just isn’t enough
money to get them there,
Noseworthy said. Even attendin
an in-state university will requir
more than her family can afford
she said. i

“T'mvery concerned,” said
Noseworthy, who will be the fin
in her family to go to college. “T
pretty much relying on
scholarships,”



