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A  lifelong Unitarian Univer-
salistɂshe grew up in the 

Oberlin and Olmstead UU 
FellowshipsɂReverend Beth 
describes herself as an Ober-
ÌÉÎ ȰÔÏ×ÎÉÅȱ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄ 
and teen years.  With a piano 
and guitar background, it 
was a natural move for the 
teenage Beth, a low alto even 
then, to join her father in 
singing in the Oberlin Musical 
Union, a highly regarded 
community chorus. After 
graduating from the Oberlin 
public school system, Beth 
attended Hiram College and 
then transferred to Bowling 
Green State University where 
in 1984 she received her B.A. 
in English.  In spring 1984, 
she married her first hus-
band, whom she had met 
doing Summer Theater in 
Elyria.  The couple moved to 
the Cleveland area where 
Dane, her son (now 22, mar-
ried and living near Dallas, 
Texas) was born, followed by 
daughter Sarah (now 18 and 
in the U. S. Naval Academy). 
  
Settled in Cleveland and a 
member of the West Shore 
UU Church, Beth increasingly 
found herself called to the 
UU ministry.  This sense of 
calling began a long, arduous 
journey of 10 years to com-
plete her Master of Divinity 
degree, involving part-time 
graduate work at John Car-
ÒÏÌÌȭÓ 2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȭ ÐÒÏȤ

gram, Southern Methodist 
University (after the family 
moved to Texas), Meadville-
Lombard independent stud-
ies and Winter term intensive 

courses, andɂfinally, as a 
single mother living with 
Sarahɂtwo full-time years at 
Meadville-Lombard Theo-
logical School.  (Sarah was 
such a presence there as 
Beth studied full-time that 
Meadville-Lombard also 
awarded her Á ȰÄÅÇÒÅÅȱ ÆÏÒ 
faithfully supporting her 
mother.)  After graduating in 
2002 with her M.Div., she 
served four years as minister 
of First Universalist of South-
old, on Long Island, New 
York.  While there, Beth got 
the congregation involved in 
a homeless shelter program 
similar to our Interfaith Hos-
pitality Network. 
  
During her ministerial stu-
dent days while still living in 
Ohio, Beth had provided 
ministerial services to the 
fledgling Findlay UU Fellow-
ship.  She left such a strong 

impression on everyone 
there that, when it came 
time for a young woman in 
the Wilgus family to be mar-
ried, she asked Reverend 
Beth to do the wedding ser-
vice.  This inevitably led to 
renewed acquaintanceship 
with Tony Wilgus, a Findlay 
University professor and 
Blanchard Valley founding 
member.  A romance quickly 
blossomed and the couple 
were married in 2005, Beth 
and Tony flying back and 
forth that first year between 
New York and Ohio to spend 
time together.  In 2006, she 
resigned from the Southold 
church to join Tony in Findlay 
and became the part-time 
consulting minister of the 
Blanchard Valley UU Church.  
There she held the congrega-
tion together as they weath-
ÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȭÓ 
flood. 
  
But now, with all her life and 
professional experience, with 
her warm, focused but also 
easy-going personality, she is 
our own minister, and we 
enthusiastically welcome her 
as she leads us into the fu-
ture. 

Reverend Beth Marshall 
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From Our President 

From Reverend Beth 

I 'm pleased to have news of 
good progress on two areas 

of transition - the sale of our 
Collingwood Building and a 
new Office Administrator.   
 First, on the Colling-
wood building:  We have 
completed a lease agree-
ment with the Greater High-
way Deliverance Temple 
(GHDT) for the Collingwood 
church.  Under this agree-
ment we will be paid $4,000/
month, and GHDT is respon-
sible for all insurance, utilities 
and routine maintenance on 
the building.  Last week we 
collected a check for $8,000 
to cover the first month's 
lease and a security de-
posit.  All utilities and insur-
ance at the Collingwood 
building have been trans-
ferred to GHDT.  The lease 
agreement also prevents 
GHDT from modifying the 
building without our con-
sent.  This agreement allows 
GHDT access to the building 
and covers our interest ex-

penses while awaiting com-
pletion of the necessary pa-
perwork allowing full closing 
and title transfer.  We fully 
expect to close before Octo-
ber 31, the lease agreement 
deadline.  
I am grateful that we are 
close to completing this part 
of our transition and wish the 
Greater Highway Deliverance 
Temple well as they begin to 
build their church community 
in Toledo. 
Second, I'm excited to an-
nounce that we have hired 
Lisa Blake as our new Office 
Administrator.  Lisa fre-
quently attends our church 
and is known by many within 
the congregation.  She has a 
B.A. Degree in English from 
the University of Michigan 
and has numerous experi-
ences in communications, 
technical and copy editing, 
project management as well 
as retail and financial experi-
ence.  She served on the 
Board of Directors at the 

Phoenix Food Co-Op in 
Toledo, for six years serving 
as Treasurer.  We are confi-
dent she will make an excel-
lent Office Administra-
tor.  Lisa will start September 
15.  She will begin training 
with our Treasurer, Bob Hill 
and will be taking over most 
of the bookkeeping functions 
that Bob has covered so well 
since July.  Please welcome 
Lisa and offer her your sup-
port as she transitions into 
her new position and give a 
big thank you to Bob when 
you see him for the countless 
hours he has spent keeping 
the finances of our church 
going the past couple 
months. 
  
Yours in faith, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Eichbauer 
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Reverend Beth Marshall 

T he last few weeks at   
church have been ripe 

with opportunities to re-
envision our new space and 
to try new ways of using the 
building to the best of its 
capacities. Over all, things 
are going very  smoothly  
We are learning quickly 
what works well, and what 
will need to be revised over 
time.  As we try more com-
binations and arrangements 
we will see better what will 
work in the end.  Until then, 
it is all a work in progress.    
 What I am seeing beyond 

all else is a congregation 
committed to a strong fu-
ture, ready to do what is 
necessary to keep the 
church alive and vibrant. 
This is a congregation that 
has seen its share of chal-
lenges over the years, but 
how it has dealt with those 
challenges is also what has 
made possible the fact that 
next year the church will be 
celebrating 150 years of 
presence and vitality in 
Toledo.   In the upcoming 
months we will have to 
have discussions about how 

best to celebrate such a 
momentous event.   First 
Unitarian has been a clear 
voice for liberalism in NW 
Ohio for 150 years.  I am 
excited to be part of  this   
congregation and invigo-
rated by the possibilities.  
 
In peace, 
 

Reverend Beth Marshall 

John Eichbauer 
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