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ITôS FINISHED AND ITôS PAID FOR! 
 
Under the direction of Hal Edwards and his 
committee, final accounting is complete on the 
new storage facility.  The committee is happy to 
report that it came in within budget and on a 
very timely schedule. 
 
A total of $18,370 was collected via a special 
assessment of homeowners.  This fund was 
used totally for construction of the facility, and 
the remaining costs were paid from ñcarried 
overò funds in the operating account. The 
budget for the building, shelves, carts, and land-
scaping was $28,000.  With all bills paid to date, 
the job cost $27,174.10.  Hal says they only 
need to install a key pad on the door to com-
plete the work. It will cost approximately $150. 
 
New carts for transporting tables and chairs into 
and out of the clubhouse have been delivered.  
Halôs final invoice was for a doorsill enhance-
ment to make rolling the carts as easy as possi-
ble. (See page 5 for more information in the 
Maintenance Moment.) 
 
Actual construction cost, including downspouts 
and gutters, was $20,686, paid to Thistle Con-
struction.  Landscaping by PLM cost $2,469. 
 
Installation of shelves was done by volunteer 
labor, and thanks to our talented and hardwork-
ing owners it was done at a cost of only $152.  
New carts cost $2,582, and the doorsill en-
hancement to ease their passage was $42.10.  
An architectural fee and building application fee 
came to $900, and there were some incidental 
expenses for bookkeeping, printing, and post-

age.   Kudos to Hal and his committee!  

ENFORCING OUR CC & Rs 
 
CC & Rs are developed and intended to protect 
our property values and to promote congenial 
living in our community. Maintaining the integrity 
of those CC & Rs through enforcement is there-
fore of importance for all of us. 
 
Debbie Owens,  Director of Owner Services for 
the Ridge, has been asked to address The Falls 
Owners Association Board of Directors meeting 
on September 8, specifically to describe her role 
in enforcement and the ways in which we can 
most effectively communicate with her to ac-
complish this goal.  She will describe the proc-
ess that takes place when she is contacted by a 
homeowner regarding a CC & R violation and 
the steps she takes to resolve such problems. 
 
Board President Kathy Persing has asked that 
Debbie not be expected to answer questions 
from the floor.  Often the questions are complex 
and require some research on Debbieôs part be-
fore she can respond.  However, if homeowners 
will submit questions to Kathy via email by Sep-
tember 5, she will see that Debbie gets them 
before the meeting.   Kathyôs email address is 
kathypersing@bendbroadband.com. 

 

September TFOA Board Meeting 

September 8,  10:00 a.m. 
 

All homeowners are invited to attend and 

hear Debbie Owens  

on CC & R enforcement. 
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POLICY APPROVED FOR DISPOSAL  

OF RESERVE ASSETS 
  

As assets of an owners association become 
damaged, unusable, beyond repair or obsolete, 
their disposal must be handled expeditiously 
and equitably, so that limited space is not used 
to store such items. 
 
The Falls Owners Association Board of Direc-
tors on August 11 adopted a policy for such dis-
posal.  Under the new policy, acceptable meth-
ods of disposal include vendor trade-in, sale 
through a public bidding process to members of 
The Falls Owners Association, donation to a 
qualified not-for-profit or public service organiza-
tion, or removal of any usable parts, and recy-
cling or disposing of in an environmentally ap-
propriate manner. 
 
Choice of the appropriate disposal option usu-
ally depends on the nature of the item or items 
and on current market value.  The final disposi-
tion method must be approved by the Board. 
 
Public sale should only be undertaken when 
there is a monetary gain of greater than $500 
expected.  If this method is selected by the 
Board, offers from potential purchasers shall be 
obtained through a sealed-bid process, with the 
item going to the highest bidder.  Proceeds of 
disposal in this manner are to be credited to the 
reserve account. 
 
Recommendation for disposal of obsolete or un-
usable items is the shared responsibility of the 
Finance and Maintenance Committees. 
 
The treasurer of the association will review all 
disposals, and make appropriate budget adjust-
ments and accounting entries.  In all cases, dis-
posal of assets must be reported to ensure they 
are removed from the reserve asset list. 
 
Appreciation to Linda Klein, who drew on her 
experience as  financial officer of an Oregon 
non-profit organization to draft the policy docu-
ment, which was then fine-tuned by the TFOA 
Board. 
 
Policies and Guidelines for all TFOA Commit-
tees are available on The Falls Website.  Click 
on The Falls Association column and scroll 
down to the section on TFOA Board and Stand-
ing Committees..  

THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

COMMITTEE AND THE SIGN ISSUE  
 

In response to a letter from TFOA Board of Di-
rectors requesting reconsideration of the ad-
dress sign mandate, The Ridge Architectural 
Review Committee (ARC) responded by extend-
ing the deadline for replacing your street ad-
dress signs to December 31, 2009.  In addition, 
their letter to TFOA contains the following omi-
nous sentence: ñBeginning January 1, 2010, 
fines may be issued to non-complying owners.ò 
They further state that the decision is final on 
this matter.   
 
Please be aware that ARC is NOT composed of 
homeowners.  There are four corporate mem-
bers and only two homeowners.  Most Architec-
tural Review Boards are homeowners who 
serve at the pleasure of and are answerable to 
the elected Board of Directors. 
 

 
LONG MAY SHE WAVE!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the generosity of Falls residents, we 
will soon have a permanently lighted flagpole 
installed in the round planter area in front of the 
clubhouse.  According to records at the office of 
Terrie Harris, TFOA accountant, $645 has been 
donated.  As Darrell Cooksley so accurately 
stated, these are gifts from the heart, and those 
who sent donations are due our sincere thanks.  
While the amount already collected will pay for 
purchase and installation, a fund will be main-
tained for any needed repairs.  Donations may 
still be made to Terrieôs office. 
 
Larry Thornburgh has taken responsibility for 
heading up the installation crew, organized 
through the Maintenance Committee.  Accord-
ing to Larry, information on a solar-powered 
lighting system needs to obtained, and then the 
work will begin.  (See more about this effort in 
the Maintenance Moment article on page 5.) 
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WELCOME TO THE FALLS  

Joyce & Jill Elliott 

A big welcome is in order to newcomers Joyce 
and Jill Elliott, who recently moved to 1033 Yo-
semite Falls Drive.   
  
Born in Galesburg, Illinois, Joyce attended 
McMurray for Women and transferred to Illinois 
Wesleyan. In 1945 she met Carl J. Elliott, DDS, 
after he returned from World War II, and they 
married in 1949.  They moved to Sullivan, Illi-
nois where Carl opened his dental practice and 
they raised their two daughters, Carla and 
Jill.  In 2004, Joyce moved to Grand Junction, 
Colorado to be closer to her daughter Jill.  A tal-
ented artist, Joyce has used many mediums, 
including oils and water colors.  She thoroughly 
enjoys playing golf, a meal with friends, and lis-
tening to music.  If there is fun to be had, Joyce 
wants to be there.  She has been a member of 
the American Legion Women's Auxiliary for over 
60 years.  Her favorite pastimes are visiting with 
her grandchildren and traveling. 
  
Daughter Jill, the younger of Joyce's children, 
graduated from Wesley-Passavant School of 
Nursing (Northwestern University Medical 
School campus) in 1976 and received her RN 
license.  She later moved to Colorado where 
she pursued a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Nursing and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Health 
Care Administration, graduating in 1979. She 
has enjoyed pursuing her career in hospitals, 
nursing homes and home care with a focus on 
oncology, pharmaceutical and durable medical 
equipment sales, death and dying counseling, 
education and management.  At present, Jill 
works for Cascade Healthcare Community as 
Director of Home Care, Rehabilitation Services 
and Wound Ostomy Care. 
  
Jill loves golf and is currently taking lessons to 
improve her game.  She also enjoys hiking, fish-
ing, swimming and riding her motorcycle.  She 
has been affiliated with the American Legion 
Women's Auxiliary for over 52 years and be-
longs to Sigma Theta Tau Honorary Nursing So-
ciety and The Elks Club. 
  
Looks like this active mother-daughter team has 
chosen the right place to live! 

H E L P    W A N T E D !  
 

The Social Committee is planning the fourth 
party of 2009, a Speakeasy-style Casino Night 
to be presented on Friday, September 25, from 
6:00 to 9:00 PM, complete with secret password 
and peephole at the entrance.  This unique 
party will feature poker, blackjack, roulette, mah
-jongg, and even a horse race.  Each guest will 
receive casino chips, and the top 3 money win-
ners will collect prizes. 
 
Roaring 20s-style costumes are encouraged but 
not required.  Prizes will be awarded for the best 
male and female costumes.  Live jazz and rag-
time performances are scheduled, and hearty 
hors dôoeuvres will be offered.  Prohibition re-
quires guests to bring their own beverages.  The 
cost will be $15 per person, and sign-ups run 
August 28 through September 18. 

 

 

Volunteer dealers are needed for 50-minute 

shifts at the tables, and they will be offered 

$50 extra in casino chips for their efforts.  

Call 504-4716 and ask for 

ñBlondieò (Cheryl) if you can help. 
 

 

 Clubhouse Security for September: 

   

                        07 - Marv Weiss  

  14 - Open 

  21 - Marty Stiewig 

  28 - Len York  
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PROPANE TANK INSTALLATIONS IN THE FALLS~~DO WE HAVE A PROBLEM?  
by Jim Jessup 

 

A couple of weeks ago, a driver from Co-Energy told a Falls resident that her propane tank installa-
tion didnôt meet building codes and that he couldnôt make a delivery.  If what he said were true, we in 
The Falls could have a big problem, so an Ad Hoc committee was formed to get the ñstraight story.ò 
 
It turns out that some, perhaps all, of the propane tank installations in The Falls are not to code.  
This isnôt as serious as it sounds.  The propane deliverers, Co-Energy, Earl Staub and others, are in 
the business of selling propane, not in the business of enforcing building codes. They now say that 
deliveries are not a problem. So no problem thereé 
 
But some information may be useful.  Here are the rules governing propane tank installation that are 
relevant for Falls residents: 
 
     It is permissible to conceal LP -Gas tanks.  
 
     Wood fencing may be permitted under the following guidelines:  

The fencing canôt be higher than 12 inches above the highest point of the tank. 
The bottom of the fencing has a 6 inch clearance above grade. 
Fencing shall be a minimum of 36 inches horizontally from all sides of the tank. Tanks under 

125 gallons can be next to the house with the remaining sides 36 inches away. 
Gates shall not be locked 
Storage shall not be allowed within the enclosure 
Weeds and grass shall be maintained so they do not create a fire hazard in the enclosure. 
 

Electrical devices like air handlers for heat pumps must be 5 feet away from the pressure     
      relief valve on the tank.  

 
The primary concerns of the Fire Marshallôs office are: 

1) Pocketing of escaping gas 
2) Interference with application of cooling water by fire departments 
3) Redirection of flames against containers 
4) Impeding the egress of personnel in an emergency. 

 
So what does all this mean to us?  Well, even though a lot of us donôt have legal enclosures due to 
the 36 inch rule, we donôt need to rebuild them. Thatôs some good news.  And further, as a matter of 
good sense and fire protection, there are some simple actions we all should take: 
 
 1) Donôt use the enclosure for storage, especially for wood or yard trimmings.  Clear that stuff   
  out, and remove any weeds growing in the enclosure. 
 2) Permanently close and seal crawl space vents that are within 36 inches of the regulator                                                                      
                      (the round mechanism under the tankôs dome).  You can simply close the vents 
                      and caulk them to make the closure permanent. 
           3) If your enclosure has a gate, keep it unlocked. 
           4) The enclosure must have 6 inches of clearance from its lower surface to the ground. 
           5) Remove dead grass or plants for 10 feet from the regulator.  Donôt store any combustible 
                      materials within 10 feet.     
 
If you want more information, see the state of Oregon website, www.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM. 

                                          
                                     Our thanks to Jim for his research into 
                                      an important topic  and his timely and 
                                      informative article. 
 
 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM
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LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER  

OPPORTUNITY?  
 

If communication is dear to you, as it is to many 
of us, consider joining the Newsletter staff and/
or the Website Planning Committee.  At a recent 
meeting, major emphasis was placed on assur-
ing continuity of both the website and the news-
letter, which are seen as strong assets for our 
community and its economic health.   
 
As with any volunteer group, there is always 
need for new ideas and new energy.  If you 
have some ideas youôd like to share, volunteer 
to meet with the committee.  Call or email  
Bob Benedict to offer 
your help. 

DENAôS BACK AND READY TO  

RESUME FIT CHICKS  
 

Dena Johnson, our favorite fitness instructor, 
has returned from her summer ñvacationò of 
child care and her military reserve commitment.  
She will resume Fit Chicks exercise and fun on 
Monday, September 14.  Classes start at 8:45 
and run to 9:30, every Monday and Wednesday. 
 
All Falls women are welcome.  If youôre inter-
ested in professional core training to improve 
stamina and balance, just come to the club-
house at the time Dena has scheduled.     

 
Classes are $3.00 a 
session, plus lots of 
laughs and time to 
visit with neighbors. 
 

 

                                              MAINTENANCE MOMENT  
 

Iôm glad to let you know that our chair and table carts have arrived. Jerry Volf has assembled them 
and filled them. Heôs added carpeting strips to the chair carts so the chairs wonôt slide when being 
loaded. Weôve kept one of the short chair carts and one table cart in the office so that frequently held 
events like TGIF and Tuesday coffee will have easy access to the relatively few tables and chairs 
they require. Be aware that it is necessary to roll up the runner by the back door before rolling the 
carts in or out of the main building as it bunches up. 
 
The fundraiser for the flagpole has been a great success. Larry and Mary Thornburgh have pur-
chased the flagpole, getting a discounted price, from an exhibitor at the county fair. Installation will 
have to wait until Larry and I get back from our big trek. Weôre also awaiting the availability of a solar 
powered light that will mount on top of the pole and provide 360 degree illumination of the flag. This 
will allow us to fly the flag at night. All contributions in excess of the amount needed for the purchase 
are being maintained in a separate accounting category by our accountant and will be used for pur-
chase of replacement flags and maintenance of the pole. 
 
Are you one of the people who volunteers to close up the clubhouse each night? There is an impor-
tant addition to the checklist. (The checklist is posted on the bulletin board in the clubhouse and 
available on The Falls website.)  Because of repeated problems, weôre asking that the security per-
son check the refrigerator/freezer in the kitchen. The freezer door in particular is sometimes left ajar. 
Itôs also been a problem that the receiving tray for the icemaker is left out of position. If itôs not 
placed all the way back on the left side of the freezer, the icemaker will make ice until the freezer it-
self is filled up. Not a good option!  Thanks again to Larry Thornburgh for keeping the security 
checklist up-to-date. 
 
Special thanks to Tom Gorman who caulked the gap between the annex foundation and the walls. 
We want to keep the ants and any other pests from finding a home in our building. 
 
 

                                                                     Ken Krueger, Chair 
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WHATôS GOING ON? 
 

Listed below are ongoing activities available 
to everyone in The Falls.  For times, dates, 
and details, please check the Calendar sec-
tion of the website.  
 
Bingo (Fall and Winter months)  
Bowling (Pin Pals)**  
Coffee Hour  
Dinner Groups  
The Drifters canoe and kayak group  
Exercise and Fitness (Fit Chicks)  
Falls Dolls luncheons and activities  
Game Night  
Golf - Challenge Chicks, Duffers,  Golf Guys  
Knit Pickers knitting and stitching group  
Ladies Bridge  
Ladies Duplicate Bridge  
Mah-Jongg  
Menôs Poker Night 
Material Girls quilting group  
RoVers (RV group)  
Ski Club (Winter season)  
TGIF  (cocktails on - you guessed it! Friday)  
The Falls Trekkers (Hiking/Snowshoeing)  
Woodcarvers  
 
In addition, The Social Committee plans at 
least four parties each year, so be sure to 
check the website calendar.  
 
 
**Ed Scavinsky asks to remind everyone that       
Pin Pals will bowl on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays   
during the Spring and Summer months.  
Weekly bowling is set to resume in October.  
 

 

 

 

.The Third Annual Falls Dolls òMunch 

& Cható 
 

Thursday, September 3, 2009  

1:00 PM  

The Falls Clubhouse  

Hello Ladies ,  
 
The Falls Dolls is open to all women residing 

in The Falls.  We usually meet on the first 

Thursday of each month.  Each month differ-

ent women take turns planning and hosting an 

activity.  On September 3, we will work out 

plans and activities for the year.  
 

Please mark your calendars for a casual get 

together at the Clubhouse.  Bring a sack  

lunch and something to drink.  Weõll brain-

storm ideas for the coming year.  
 
Several new women have moved toThe Falls. 

Wonõt this be a nice way to meet?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Coffee Hour is Back, Too  
 

Beginning on September 8, the very popular 

Falls Coffee Hour will resume at 9:00 a.m., 

immediately preceding The Falls Owners As-

sociation Board meeting. 

Hosted by one or more home-

owners each week, coffee hour 

is one of the oldest and most 

popular traditions in The Falls.  

Come and join everyone at the  

clubhouse on Tuesdays! 

 
       

              Coffee Hour for September 
 

        08 - Arline Wisemiller  

        15 - Jackie Volf 

        22 - Rosemary Segall  

        29 - Barbara Jones 
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TREKS FOR SEPTEMBER OFFER  

VARIETY AND CHALLENGE  
 
Mary Thornburgh will lead The Trekkers on a 
hike upstream along the Deschutes River on 
September 9.  As they hike, theyôll be thinking 
about Larry Thornburgh and Ken Krueger who 
will be making  their way north on the Pacific 
Crest Trail.  The Trekkers will meet at Niblick & 
Greens parking lot at 9:00 a.m. to hike the river-
side trail with Mary.  Lunch at the Silver Leaf 
Café is on the post-hike agenda.  
 
A greater challenge, maybe not for Larry and 
Ken but for The Trekkers, arrives on Septem-
ber  23, when Larry and Mary will lead the group 
to the top of Scott Mountain.  From Scott Lake 
off the old McKenzie Highway to the top and 
back is 8.2 miles, with an elevation gain of 
1,300 feet.  Meet at the clubhouse at 8:00 a.m.  
to carpool.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STILL AFLOAT, AND GOING STRONG  
 
After two very successful trips in August, The 
Drifters paddle and float group has planned two 
more outings for September.  On September 
11, they will launch at the Trout House Restau-
rant and make their way five miles down the 
river to the Sunriver takeout.  The Sunriver Ma-
rina will shuttle boats back to the Trout House 
for $10 per boat.  The group plans to have lunch 
there.  Meet at the clubhouse at 8:00 a.m.  to 
caravan south. 
 
Clear Lake, the headwaters of the McKenzie 
River, will be a first-time destination for the Sep-
tember  25 Drifters trip.  This clear, cold lake will 
reflect beautiful fall colors on its surface, and 
below the surface a preserved forest of trees 
can be seen. 
 
To caravan to Clear Lake, meet at the club-
house at 8:00 a.m. 

 DONôT FEED THE WILDLIFE! 
 

We all love living in an area where deer roam 
free and cute bunnies abound.  But while you 
are enjoying their company, please remember 
that they are wild animals and should not be 
fed.  Handouts of human food can lead to in-
creased possibility of disease or colic.  Apples, 
carrots, grains and even bird seed are food their 
systems are not designed to digest. 
 
Deer at Eagle Crest are already pretty fearless.  
Letôs not risk accidents by encouraging them to 
lose more of their natural caution.  If they find 
that being close to humans is rewarded with 
food, they become more aggressive, endanger-
ing themselves and others. 
 
A doe with a fawn is as protective as you would 
expect any mother to be, so be particularly care-
ful not to provoke her fears. 
 
We rarely hear of predators like cougars roam-
ing in our area, but attracting more and more 
deer could also attract more dangerous animals. 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes, we know youôve heard it before, but a re-
minder canôt hurt.  Thatôs not Bambi out there.  
Itôs a wild animal that should be enjoyed from a 
distance and with  respect for its space. 
 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 
 
 

                 REMINDER!  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

FOR FLU SHOTS   

AT THE CLUBHOUSE 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27  

 10:00 a.m. to Noon 
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THE HEALTHCARE HULLABALOO  
By Bob Rozendal, M.D 

      

The ñhealthcare crisisò issue has suddenly 
caught fire around the U.S.  A bill grandly re-
ferred to as healthcare system reform is being 
pilloried by both liberals and conservatives and 
is bogged down in Congress.  It seems clear 
that the country is bitterly divided on how to re-
form the system, and any real reform is politi-
cally impossible.  This current bill, in large part 
written with major input from the pharmaceutical 
and health insurance lobbies, who are intent on 
protecting their interests and profits, is not a real 
reform at all.  It is in fact only a tinkering and 
band-aid repair of the present broken system. 
 
It is fantasy to think that the approaching two-
ton gorilla of unsustainable costs can be con-
trolled by such means as more efficient medical 
records, increased competition, and a dollop of 
ñpreventive medicine.ò  Thatôs spitting against 
the wind.  There is a fundamental refusal of the 
American people, and of course their politicians, 
to face and define the real causes of the coming 
crisis.  They go far beyond medical records, un-
insured people, and an inefficient collage of in-
surance plans and schemes, many of which 
take the top 25 ï 30% of premium income for 
their own operation and profit, leaving only 70 ï 
75% for medical care. 
 
I think that some of the real present and looming 
causes of a bankrupt system are and will be: 
 
 1) a steadily increasing percentage of 
older people in our population, who need more 
and costlier care; 
 
 2) steadily more complex and expensive 
diagnostic and therapeutic technology; 
 
          3) the worsening medical consequences 
of poverty; 
 
          4) our American lifestyle.  I encapsulate 
it, from my physicianôs experience and viewpoint 
as ñDoctor, give me a pill to make me well now, 
but donôt expect me to change the way I live.ò  
Increasing obesity (35% of us are just plain fat, 
and itôs getting worse), sedentary living, sleep 
deprivation, a frantic pace of living, etc. ï NOT 
GOOD! 

(To be continued next month) 

 

GOLF NEWS 

 
THEYôRE OFF! 

 
Larry Thornburgh and Ken Krueger are shown 
at the sign marking the California/Oregon bor-
der, their point of departure for hiking the Ore-
gon portion of the Pacific Crest Trail.  Larry is 
already in Oregon; Ken is still in California in 
this picture.  They expect to complete the trek 
by September 18 at the Bridge of the Gods over 
the Columbia River. They set up a satellite 
tracking system which has been fun to follow 
and reassuring for their wives, too.  
 
                       (Thanks to Mary and Nancy for the photo.) 

Those wild and crazy Duffers, 
probably instigated by Ed 
Scavinsky, played a round of 
ñThree Clubs Onlyò golf on 
August 26.  Each player got to 
choose which three clubs to 
use, and Jim Keller must have 
had some strong intuition (or 
he knows his clubs), because 

he shot a 77 for the day.  Jimôs choices were his 
putter, five wood, and pitching wedge.  Con-
gratulations, Jim! 
 
KP winners were Jim Jessup on hole #3 and 
Bob Rozendal on hole #12.  Long Drive was 
won by Dave Kassing on hole #8, and Kent 
Brown on hole #5. 
 
Weôll look forward to hearing Edôs next idea for 
enlivening the time-honored and traditional 
game of golf. 


