


The Scoop on Epilepsy Surgery

Epilepsy surgery has been used fioore than a century, but its t
dramatically increased in the 198@sd '90s, reflecting its effectiv
ness as an alternative to seizure medicines.

Approximately 100,000 to 200,000 U.S. epilepsy patients with in
tractable seizures (l.e., individuals whose epilepsy cannot be tre
satisfactorily with any of the wononly available medications) are
eligible for surgery. Yet only 2,000 to 3,000 surgical procedures
performed a year.

While epilepsy surgery has become a more accepted treatment
individuals with epilepsy, it typically takes a seizure patient 18 —
years after the onset of intractable epilepsy to get to a treatment
center for epilepsy surgery.

Not long ago, brain surgery was adiaresort for the 30 to 40 % of
people who had seizures despite anti-seizure drugs. Improved ir
ing technology now allows doctorsriore precisely locate the secti
of the brain involved in seizur@saking surgery a a&ble treatment.

Seizures that begin in the temporal lobe, the part of your brain tt
runs along each side of your heade the most common type of se
zure and the most difficult to suppress with drugs. Fortunately, t
ral lobe seizures respond to suajiteatment more often than do
other seizure types.

Usually to be considered for surgeypu must have tried at least tw
anti-seizure drugs without success. If two drugs have failed, it is
unlikely that any other antiepileptic drug will help you. People wt
seizures always starttihe same area in the brain benefit most fro
surgery for epilepsy. Surgery is rarely considered for people whc
seizures start in several areas of the braimavocrinic

& Via Christi Epilepsy Center

Host a monthly seminar on VNS Therapy®
THIRD WEDNESDAY of the month 11:30 -12:30

[] Lunchis served, but you must RSVP to attend.
Note: The meetings are subject to cancellation.

The Arc of Sedgwick County
2919 West Second Street
Wichita, Kansas 67203

Phone: 316-943-2453
Fax: 316-943-3292

E-mail: erc@arc-sedgwickcounty.org
Web: www.arc-sedgwickcounty.org/erc.html

August 6, 2006

family camp day

Employment & Epilepsy Surgery




