
Votano, Thurston and Kriger
Honored By Hartsdale

Three longtime friends of the Cemetery were honored at
the annual War Dog Memorial Celebration held on June
12th: Mary Thurston, Paul Votano and Malcolm Kriger.
Mary, is an internationally recognized anthropologist and
animal historian from Austin, Texas who contributed a
chapter about the history of pet burial to the book,

Dr. Johnson's Apple Orchard: The Story of America's First Pet
Cemetery. Paul Votano has been the marketing director
of the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery since 1988. Many of
you know him best as the person who is responsible for
coordinating and hosting all of the Cemetery's annual
events. The late Malcolm Kriger, a long-time plot-
holder at Hartsdale, was best known as the author of
the original book about the Hartsdale Canine
Cemetery, titled, The Peaceable Kingdom in Hartsdale.
The Cemetery has engraved the names of these hon-
orees on the memorial obelisks standing in Centennial
Memorial Park located at the North Washington
Avenue entrance of the Cemetery. The stately memo-
rials were installed in 1996 to commemorate the occa-
sion of the 100th anniversary of the Hartsdale Pet
Cemetery. In addition to those receiving honorary
awards for outstanding service, the Cemetery also
engraves the names on the memorial obelisks of any-
one who enrolls in the Beautification Program at the
$500 level or above. Please call our office if you would
like more information.

New Mausoleum Erected - First in 90 Years 
Over the past few years, we have received a number of inquiries about the possibility of erecting a mausoleum at
Hartsdale. Last fall, this became a reality. A plot-holder, who wishes to remain anonymous, purchased and built an
above-ground mausoleum located near the Central Avenue entrance of the Cemetery. The mausoleum is the first
since the Walsh Mausoleum was erected in 1915. Made of the finest Barre Vermont granite and weighing in excess
of five tons, the mausoleum was designed and built by Peacock Memorials in Valhalla, New York. The construction
was completed within approximately one month. The mausoleum rests on a foundation that is seven feet deep and
is reinforced with 1,500 pounds of stainless steel marine-grade rebar with eight and one-half cubic yards of concrete.
The mausoleum, bearing the name, "Sandy" (who, by the way, remains alive and well), comes complete with an ornate
bronze door made of ninety percent copper. The interior is highly polished granite and contains an inscription with
gold leaf lettering. Photos of various stages of the construction are provided below. Prompted by inquiries, we are
in the process of mapping out areas that are appropriate for above-ground burials.

Construction of mausoleum in progress: The Foundation The mausoleum completed

Clockwise from left, Mary Thurston, Paul Votano & Trevor Gill

WAR DOG MEMORIAL REFURBISHED
It is with great pride that we announce that The War Dog Memorial, first erected in 1923, has been completely refurbished
to its original handsome bronze finish. Karen Fix of Conservation Artisans located in Brooklyn, New York performed
the expert restoration work. The project was made possible by the generous donations received from plot-holders who
contributed to the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery Beautification Fund. An unveiling ceremony took place at the annual War Dog
Memorial Celebration on June 12, 2005. We thought it would be fitting to provide the history of how this ten-foot high,
ten ton bronze and granite structure came to be.

During World War I, the heroism and faithfulness of the War Dog had been pictured and extolled extensively in the pub-
lic press. As a result, there was a great public outcry to have a monument built to honor the 7,000 military canines who
had served with such great distinction in the conflict. The Cemetery was honored to be chosen as the best site for such
a memorial. Therefore, the Directors of the Cemetery donated a sizeable parcel of land to have the memorial built and
helped to lead the effort.

The original cost of the monument was $2,500 and was funded with public contributions. It was designed by Walter A.
Buttendorf and sculpted by Robert Caterson , a relative of current Cemetery director, Edward Caterson Martin, Jr. The
sculpture was reportedly modeled after a dog, who with its owner, daily passed the office of designer Walter A. Buttendorf.
In a letter to its plot-holders dated September 12, 1921, the Cemetery described the structure to be erected as a "Rustic
Boulder executed in the 'Rock of Ages' Barre Vermont Granite, surmounted by a heroic statue of a War Dog, Canteen
and Helmet in bronze."  The letter further went on to characterize the monument as one "which will live for ages and be
a reminder to our posterity of recognition of his (the War Dog's) invaluable service."

The historic sculpture is listed in the art inventories catalog of the Smithsonian American Art Museum and is described
as follows: "A German Shepherd wearing a Red Cross blanket stands on a rough-hewn boulder. The dog stands in an
alert stance with head and ears perked up and tail extended nearly straight. A canteen and helmet lie below the dog's front
paws. The helmet has an indentation, possibly representative of a shrapnel hole."

Karen Fix restoring the War Dog Memorial 

Quotable - If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when
I die I want to go where they went. - Will Rogers

What They're Telling Us - Here are a few excerpts
from just a few of the many cards and letters we received
during the year:

"Since 1988, when my cats passed on, I have had a home
for them at Hartsdale. I am saddened by the loss of them,
but I am also at peace because I know that they are safe in
an oasis of humanity where their innocence, and what one
tombstone calls their "little white souls," are honored.
Somehow, you have managed to preserve and maintain a
19th century act of great compassion and I'm most grate-
ful to you."

"The beauty of the Cemetery shows the dedication and
hard work your family and workers put into what you call
a 'Peaceable Kingdom.' What a perfect name to describe a
place where our pets are resting."
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Calendar of Events in 2006

War Dog Memorial Celebration / Pet Adoption 
Sunday, June 11, 2006 at 1 PM

Pet Memorial Day / Blessing of the Animals/
Pet Adoption    

Sunday, September 10, 2006 at 1 PM

Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony  
Sunday, December 17, 2006 at 1 PM

Please note that all dates are tentative and subject to change

MONUMENT CLEANING SERVICE
Keep your monument looking like new by having us clean it for you. Using our state-of-the-art high-
pressure washer, we are able to remove dirt, moss or other grime that can accumulate on your pet's
monument without damaging the stone. Many plot-holders choose to have their monument(s) cleaned
on an annual basis. The cost for this service is $40 (includes sales tax).

Call our office today at (914) 949-2583 to make arrangements.

Please participate in the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery Beautification Program

We have been conducting a major beautification program for the past several years. Your past generosity
has enabled us to refurbish the War Dog Memorial, improve landscaping and install Belgian block walk-
ways, railings and fences. If you would like to participate, please complete the enrollment form below and
return it to us along with your check. If you have participated in the past, please renew your membership
for 2005 using the form below. All proceeds will be earmarked for the Cemetery Beautification Fund.
Benefactors who contribute $100 will receive a free copy of Dr. Johnson's Apple Orchard. The book,
authored by director, Edward C. Martin, Jr., chronicles the fascinating history of America's first pet ceme-
tery and is filled with breathtaking photos (a $30 value). Contributions of $500 or more entitle the donor
to have a name engraved on the Centennial Obelisk.
------------------------------------------------------------------clip here---------------------------------------------------------------
YES - I would like to participate in the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery Beautification Program as indicated below:

Individual - $20.00  Family - $25.00          Benefactor - $100.00  Obelisk - $500.00
(includes free book)                           (engraved name on obelisk)  

Please make check payable to: Hartsdale Pet Cemetery. 

Name _________________________________________________     

Address _______________________________________________

City ____________________   State _______  Zip _____________

Plot Number ___________________

Return Enrollment Form to:
Hartsdale Pet Cemetery
75 North Central Park Avenue
Hartsdale, NY 10530

FRIENDS OF THE PEACEABLE
KINGDOM IN HARTSDALE

Issue 10 2006 Edition

A Letter from the Director
The Peaceable Kingdom Turns 110 Years Old.

As the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery turns 110 years old in 2006, we have plenty of exciting news to share with you
about the events and activities that occurred at the Peaceable Kingdom in Hartsdale last year.

In 2005 we continued to enhance the beauty of the Cemetery. The most notable enhancement was the com-
plete refurbishing of the War Dog Memorial, the crown jewel of the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery. An unveiling
ceremony was held on June 12th in connection with our War Dog Memorial Celebration. The story of this
famous monument is retold inside this newsletter. Other enhancements included the installation of Belgian
blocks and new blacktop on most of the pathways. We also enlisted expert arborists to prune and care for the
hundreds of trees that pepper our beautiful grounds. All of these improvements were made possible by the
generous donations we received from those plot-holders who enrolled in the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery
Beautification Fund. Please turn to page 4 of this newsletter if you would like more information about how
you can help.

Last fall a stunning above-ground mausoleum was installed by a plot-holder who wishes to remain anonymous.
The mausoleum, the first since the Walsh Mausoleum was erected in 1915, is located near the Central Avenue
entrance of the Cemetery. You can see pictures and read about all the details on page 2 of this newsletter.

We continue to enjoy both international and domestic exposure in the media. During the past year film crews
from Spain, Ireland and Amsterdam were here to obtain footage for future documentaries. Also, the Cemetery
was featured on "Close-Up On America's Business," a program that was televised on the PAX-TV Network
and which can now be viewed on our website, www.petcem.com. In October, PBS rebroadcast "Pets: A Very
Natural History," which contained footage of our historic burial grounds. We also appeared in print media
publications including Westchester Magazine (February 2005). Look for Hartsdale in the "Pets In America"
traveling exhibition which opened at the McKissick Museum in South Carolina in December 2005.

Our three annual open house events were all well-attended and highly successful as usual. The War Dog
Memorial Celebration in June featured a presentation by two officers and their canines from the U.S. Homeland
Security Department and a pet adoption day hosted by the Shelter Pet Alliance. Pet Memorial Day in
September featured a blessing of the animals ceremony and another pet adoption day. The Holiday Tree
Lighting Ceremony in December featured a donation of pet food to several animal shelters. Thanks to all plot-
holders for their generosity in making that event successful.

Finally, on behalf of all of us at the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery and Crematory, I extend our best wishes to you
for the year of 2006.

Edward C. Martin, Jr. - Director   
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