MINUTES

OF

NOVEMBER 18, 2008

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 



Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair


Rich Ford _X__
Joe Oliveira _X__
Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral absent, James Bonta __X__, Bart Garcia__X__
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Acting Police Chief Jim Hamera, Deputy City Clerk Kelly Buendia, City Engineer Mario Gouveia, and EMS Facilities Manager Gary Davenport.

4. Presentations

a. Presentation to Julie Bonta for Service on the Gustine Planning Commission

Mayor Ford presented a gift and thanked Planning Commissioner Julie Bonta for her twelve years of service on the Planning Commission.

5. Oral Communications 

a.   Gerald O’Rourke, representative to the Mosquito Abatement District, gave an update on cases of West Nile Virus.

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes of November 4, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and approve 

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.
c.   Monthly EMS Report 

Recommendation: Review and file.

d.   Resolution Declaring a Public Nuisance

Recommendation:  Approve Resolution as submitted

e.   Appointment of Representative to Mosquito Abatement District Board of Trustees
Recommendation:  That the City Council appoint Gerald O’Rourke as Representative for the City of Gustine to the Merced County Mosquito Abatement District Board of Trustees for a term of four years.
f.   Requests of Our Lady of Guadalupe Society Parade for December 7th, 2008
Recommendation: Approve the use of certain streets for the Our Lady of Guadalupe Society, on December 7th 2008.
g.   Revenue and Expense Reports – First Quarter

Recommendation: Review and file

Council member Bonta asked to remove item (a) Minutes of November 4, 2008 for separate consideration.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira then asked to remove Warrant 29962 for separate consideration.

Council member Bonta made a motion to approve the remainder of the Consent Calendar. Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

After discussion, Council member Bonta made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve warrant 29962.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   Requests of Morningstar Foods Related to BOD Discharge
Recommendation: Staff recommends the approval of a two (2) year payment plan for purchase of additional BOD discharge capacity and approval of an additional reserve of 2,000 pounds daily of permitted BOD for a period of 24 months for future business expansion.
The City Manager gave her staff report.  Richard Rosemire of Morningstar Foods spoke on behalf of the company and answered questions of the City Council.

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve of a two (2) year payment plan for purchase of additional BOD discharge capacity and approve an additional reserve of 2,000 pounds daily of permitted BOD for a period of 24 months for future business expansion.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).
b.   Consideration of Closing Borrelli Ranch Detention Basin for Public Use
Recommendation:  That the City Council close the Borrelli Detention Basin for Public Use.
The City Manager gave her staff report.

Hector Palomino, Gustine resident, spoke in favor of keeping the park open for public use.  

Joe DeGregori, Gustine resident commented on the deterioration of the baseball fields.

Kris Nagle, Gustine resident, asked a question about parking.

After City Council discussion, staff was directed to research the creation of a city-wide assessment district to cover the maintanence costs of the basin to be used for recreation.  Staff was further directed to research the creation of a Borrelli Ranch assesment district that would be paid for by all residents in the Borrelli Ranch subdivision. 

c.   Acceptance of Bid for Borrelli Ranch Drainage Basin Fencing
Recommendation: Approve low bid of $15,880 to Ranch Fence Company.

The City Manager gave her staff report.

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the low bid of $15,880 to Ranch Fence Company.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

d.   Animal Control Contract With City Of Newman
Recommendation:  Gustine Police Department staff recommends approval of request by the City of Newman, to enter into a contract for the City of Gustine to provide limited Animal Control Services for the City of Newman.

The Acting Police Chief gave his staff report.

Kris Nagle, Gustine resident, asked about Merced County’s involvement.

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to enter into a contract for the City of Gustine to provide limited Animal Control Services for the City of Newman.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

e.   Closure of City Hall December 26, 2008 and January 2, 2009

Recommendation:  Approve City Hall to be closed December 26, 2008 and January 2, 2009 at the expense of the City employees.

The City Manager gave her staff report.

After discussion, Council member Bonta made a motion to approve City Hall closure December 26, 2008 and January 2, 2009 at the expense of the City employees.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

10.  City Department Reports

a.   City Clerk Department

The Deputy City Clerk asked for feedback on recently established email accounts; gave an update on the certification of the election; reported on an upcoming ordinance; reminded the Council about an upcoming workshop; and informed the Council on a workshop attended regarding AB32 and local compliance.

b.   Administrative Services

The Administrative Services Manager reported that flu shots were available in the upcoming week and that the new auditing firm was scheduled for January.

c.   Public Works

The City Engineer reported that Olsen Drive had been repaved and that work on the Schmidt Park approaches would begin next week.

d.   Police Department
The Acting Police Chief indicated that no signficant crimes occurred over the last two weeks; reported that department staff had attended simulator range training and an interpersonal skills class funded by payback hours with assistance from the Modesto Police Department; and reported that a DUI saturation patrol, funded by the AVOID program, would occur over the Thanksgiving holiday.

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Neighborhood Stabilization Program

The City Manager announced that the City of Gustine was allocated $128,000 to assist with foreclosure problems.  The funds would be awarded after participating in the application process.  

b.   Comcast Service

The City Manager announced that Comcast would be offering upgraded services including high definition television and bundled services.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia expressed appreciation to the Mayor of Merced for efforts on obtaining Neighborhood Stabilization funds.

b.   Council member Bonta

Council member Bonta asked staff to check into street striping needs.

c.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira noted bad reception with cable service and expressed to Council member Bonta a desire to see him stay active with the City despite his stepping down from office.

d.   Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford echoed that he also desired to continue working with Council member Bonta.

13.  Closed Session

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR.  Pursuant to Section 54957.6 Agency Negotiator: City Manager.  Unrepresented Employee:  Public Works Director.

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR.  Pursuant to Section 54957.6 Agency Negotiator:  City Manager.  Unrepresented Employee:  Chief of Police.

The City Council met in closed session at 8:46 p.m.  After closed session discussion, the City Manager reported out that the City Council had given staff direction to consider alternatives to a Public Works Director position.  They further directed staff to draft a contract for the Chief of Police position.

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 920 p.m.

________________________

Deputy City Clerk




























