MINUTES

OF

OCTOBER 7, 2008

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 



Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair


Rich Ford _X__
Joe Oliveira _X__
Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral , James Bonta __X__, Bart Garcia__X__
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Police Sergeant Vince Inaudi, Fire Chief Pat Borrelli, and Deputy City Clerk Kelly Buendia.

4. Presentations

a.   Presentation by Candice Steelman of Merced County Association of Governments -Update on One Voice Program

Candice Steelman of Merced County Association of Governments updated the City Council on current activities of MCAG and the One Voice Coalition.

b.   Presentation by Dennis Cota of Cota, Cole and Associates – Introduction of Law Firm 

Dennis Cota of Cota, Cole and Associates introduced his law firm and the services it provides to public agencies and welcomed Gustine City Attorney Tom Ebersole as the firm’s newest member.  

c.   Presentation by Joshua Meyer, Project Manager, Local Government Commission – Review of CalTrans Planning Grant

Joshua Meyer of Local Government Commission discussed a community-based transportation planning process.  The process would be funded by a grant awarded to the city and would require participation from community members. 

5. Oral Communications 


None

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None

CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes of Meeting of September 2, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and approve

b.   Minutes of Meeting of September 16, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and approve

c.   Minutes of Meeting of September 22, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and approve

d.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

e.   Treasurer’s Report, August 2008

Recommendation:  
f.   Requests for Holy Ghost Festival Procession

Recommendation:  Review and approve

Council member Amaral requested the removal of item (e) Treasurer’s Report for separate consideration.  Council member Bonta then made a motion to approve the remainder of the Consent Calendar.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira   Motion carried 5-0, with Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira abstaining from vote on warrant #29769.

After discussion, Council member Amaral made a motion to approve item (e) Treasurer’s Report.   Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 5-0.  

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   Consideration of Self-Help Enterprises Request to Waive New Impact Fees for 51 Homes within Ranchwood Subdivision
Recommendation: Receive presentation from Staff and Self Help Enterprises Request and at the conclusion of the presentations provide direction to staff.
The Mayor announced that item 9 (a) would be pulled from the agenda  The City Manager indicated that Self-Help Enterprises had pulled the request and would be proposing a new request at a future meeting.

b.   Fencing for Recycle Facility At Old Dump Site

Recommendation: Authorize City Manager to approve contract for fence installation in the amount of $8,638.00 to Soares Lumber and Fence Inc. of Los Banos, CA and authorize expenditure of up to $12,000.00 from Account Number 94-0000-40.01 Sale of Property for fencing, site improvement and signage. 

The City Manager gave her staff report.  

Lynn Schultz, Gustine resident, expressed opposition to the location of the recycling center and the fencing.  

Mike Rasmussen, Gustine property owner, offered to sell a small piece of land for use as an alternative location.

Mark Melville, Gustine resident, opposed the recycle location.  

Rick Nagle, Gustine resident, proposed curb-side recycling.

After discussion, staff was directed to look into alternative locations.

c.   Resolution 2008-2104 Adopting a Conflict of Interest Code
Recommendation:  Approve Resolution Adopting the City’s Conflict of Interest Code.

The Deputy City Clerk gave her staff report.  

After discussion, Council member Bonta made a motion to approve the Resolution adopting the City’s Conflict of Interest Code.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira.  Motion carried 5-0.

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Administrative Services

The Administrative Services Manager reported that gas tax funds had been received from the state.

b.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief reported on structure fire of a local restaurant; reported on new personnel and reported on calls for the month.

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Sustainability Funds

The City Manager reported that a letter from Congressman Cardoza indicated that Merced County was overlooked in receipt of sustainability funds from the federal government and would aggressively pursue these funds, particularly for the City of Merced, an entitlement city, and through state distribution to smaller cities.  The funding was to assist cities suffering losses due to foreclosures. 

b.   Local Grant Recipients

The City Manager announced that in an update from Central California Irrigation District (CCID), she learned that five Gustine farmers had received water conservation grants.

c.   Water Conservation

The City Manager commented that water conservation promises to become a very pressing issue for cities in the near future.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Amaral

Council member Amaral requested that staff follow up on illegal crossing at the high school; questioned staff on the Turlock dispatch services and requested an update from Rick Nagle, Westside Theatre Foundation on the application for a radio frequency with the Federal Communications Commission.

b.   Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia stated that attendance at the League of California Cities annual conference was very educational and he expressed appreciation for the League and its endeavors.

c.   Council member Bonta

Council member Bonta requested that staff engage in conversations with Caltrans on installation of embedded lights at the end of Fifth Street.

d.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira commented that the Fire Department’s ladies night was a great event.  He further stated that the League of California Cities annual conference was beneficial and had excellent exhibits with the newest trends and technologies.

13.  Closed Session

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT. Pursuant to California Government Code: Section 54957.(b)(1): Public Employment: Title: City Attorney

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT. Pursuant to California Government Code: Section 54957.(b)(1): Public Employment: Title: Community Development Director

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.  Purchase of Property:  Parcels 020-071-002 (464 Fourth Ave) and 020-071-004 (426 Fifth Street), Negotiating Party: Ron Cearley;  Parcel 020-071-001 (408 Fifth Street) Negotiating Party: Richard Barron;  Agency Negotiator: City Manager; Under Negotiation: Price and terms.

Mark Melville, Gustine resident, questioned and commented on all three closed session items.

The City Council met in closed session at 9:25 p.m.  After closed session discussion, the City Manager reported out in open session:  

1. Staff was directed to bring a contract back to open session for City Attorney Tom Ebersole.

2. Staff was directed to proceed with the recruitment of both an interim and full-time Community Development Director and further bring a job description to open session.

3. Staff was directed to decline any further negotiations on the properties listed based upon price and further directed to pursue negotiations on other properties to alleviate space constraints at City Hall.

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 10:20 p.m.

____________________________

Deputy City Clerk




























