MINUTES

OF

JUNE 17, 2008

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call

Mayor / Chair 



Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair


Rich Ford _X__
Joe Oliveira__X__

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral absent, James Bonta__X__, Bart Garcia__X__
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Deputy City Clerk Kelly Buendia, Interim Police Chief Devon Stavrowsky, Fire Chief Pat Borrelli, Community Development Director Jake Raper, and City Engineer Mario Gouveia. 

4. Presentations

None

5. Oral Communications 

None

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None
CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes of Meeting of June 3, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and approve

b.   Minutes of Budget Workshop of June 4, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and approve

c.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

d.   Treasurer’s Report – May, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and file

e.   EMS Monthly Report

Recommendation:  Review and file
f.   Resolution 2008-2074 - Consolidating the City’s Election

Recommendation:  Approve Resolution 2008-2074 Requesting That The County Of Merced Consolidate The City’s Municipal Election With The Statewide Election With The Statewide General Election

g.   Resolution 2008-2075 - Confirming the 2.5% Utility Tax

Recommendation:  Approve Resolution 2008-2075 Confirming the 2.5% Utility Tax to be Collected form Users of Cable TV, Gas, Electric, Telephone, and Water within the City Limits of Gustine for the Fiscal Year 2008-2009
h.   Resolution 2008-2076 – Approving the Annual Local Transportation Fund Claim

Recommendation:  Approve Resolution 2008-2076 Approving that an Annual Local Transportation Fund (LTF) Claim be filed with the Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) for Fiscal Year 2008/2009.
i.   Information Technology (IT) Service Contract

That the City Council approve the termination of a contract with Data Path for information technology (IT) services and approve a contract with Nextier Networks, Inc.

Council member Bonta asked to remove item 8(c) Warrants for separate consideration.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira asked to remove item 8(e) EMS Monthly Report for separate consideration.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira then made a motion to approve the remainder of the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve item 8(c), Warrants.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent)

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve item 8(e), EMS Monthly Report.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

Resolutions 2008-2074, 2008-2075, and 2008-2076 passed unanimously with Council member Amaral absent.

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   First Reading Ordinance 438 – Adding Chapter 7 “Administrative Code Enforcement” to Title 2 “Administration” of the Gustine Municipal Code

Recommendation:

1. Receive Staff Report

2. Conduct First Reading of Ordinance 438

3. Conduct Public Hearing

The City Manager and Police Chief gave a staff report.  Mayor Ford opened the public hearing.  With no testimony offered by the audience, Mayor Ford closed the public hearing.

The City Council discussed the ordinance.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to waive the reading.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).  Mayor Ford announced the second reading would take place at the July 1, 2008 meeting.

b.   Lease Agreement with West Side Aerial Applicators

Recommendation:  Approve a lease agreement with West Side Aerial Applicators

Item 9(b) was discussed after item 9(c) at the request of the City Manager.  

The Deputy City Clerk gave a staff report.  Paul Blades of West Side Aerial Applicators was available for questions.  After discussion Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the lease with amended language to allow for annual review and adjustment of rates.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

c.   Merced County Economic Development Corporation Service Agreement

Recommendation:

1. Authorize the City Manager to approve a service agreement with Merced County Economic Development Corporation (MCEDCO) to include a contribution of $3683

2. Direct staff with regard to supplemental funding of the Enterprise Zone.

Mike McAdams, Chairman of the Board,Merced County Economic Development Corporation was available for comment.  Heather Donahue, MCEDCO Project Manager, gave a presentation detailing the services offered by the organization. 

The City Manager relayed that although her staff report recommended against the supplemental funding of the Enterprise Zone, after further discussions with Scott Galbraith, she was recommending that the City pay the supplemental amount in September and not before MCEDCO had satisfied certain conditions. 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira abstained from discussion and vote.  After discussion, Council member made a motion to authorize the City Manager to approve a service agreement with Merced County Economic Development Corporation (MCEDCO) to include a contribution of $3683 and authorize the supplemental funding of the Enterprise Zone of $1844 to be paid in September at the discretion of the City Manager.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 3-0 (1 absent and 1 abstaining)

d.   Sales Tax Measure and Contract for Services

Recommendation:  Pursue a sales tax measure on the November ballot and contract with a consulting firm for a public information effort relating to public safety services.

The City Manager gave a staff report detailing shortfalls in the City’s general fund affecting public safety and requested direction in pursuing a sales tax measure to help offeset the deficit.

After City Council deliberation, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a  motion directing staff to pursue a  ¾ cent sales tax measure.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent). 

Council member Bonta then made a motion directing staff to contract with a consulting firm for a public information effort relating to public safety services.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

e.   Rescind Offer to International Media Cultures (IMAC) Sewer Capacity and Rate

Rescind agreement between the City of Gustine and International Media Cultures for sewer capacity and reduce rate

The Community Development Director gave his staff report and relayed that IMAC had requested via telephone and fax an extension on deadlines set by the City.  He further reminded the City Council that IMAC was sixteen months behind in meeting monetary and application deadlines.  Jeff Podesto of Caloris Engineering was available for questions on behalf of IMAC. 

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to rescind the offer between the City of Gustine and International Media Cultures for sewer capacity and reduced rate.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent)

g.   Purchasing Officer Limits and Purchasing Process

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to prepare appropriate changes to Section 2-6-31 Purchasing Officer limits by increasing the limit of $10,000 to $50,000.

The City Manager gave a staff report.  The Community Development Director requested that the City of Gustine utilize the formal bid limits established routinely by the California Contract Code.

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira  made a motion to authorize the City Manager to move forward with an amendment to the purchasing section of the Gustine Municipal Code.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

f.   Fence Installation at Borrelli Ranch Detention Basin

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to prepare and distribute a request for proposal for fence installation and fencing of the Borrelli Ranch Detention Basin.

The Community Development Director gave a staff report.    

The City Council discussed various fencing options.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made motion authorizing the City Manager to prepare and distribute a request for proposal for fence installation and fencing of the Borrelli Ranch Detention Basin.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent)

10.  City Department Reports

a.   City Clerk Department

The Deputy City Clerk reminded the City Council of upcoming events including the City County Dinner and the Fourth of July parade.  She also updated the City Council on training and upcoming changes to the City’s conflict of interest code.

b.   Administrative Services

The Administrative Services Manager stated that the Y-Lead program enrolled eighty participants and relayed that openings and scholarships were still available.  She further reported that staff had seen great citizen response to the new credit card payment option for utility bills.

c.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief reported on equipment testing, reported on participation in a county-wide taskforce training effort, stated that a Gustine Fire Volunteer was assisting with wildfires in Paradise, and invited the City Council to the Barbecue Family Night on June 30 and the annual breakfast on July 13.

d.  Community Development

The Community Development Director reported that the Planning Commisison approved use permits for Morningstar and a billiards operation and that the glossary and subdivision portions of the Zone Code were approved to be forwarded to the City Council.  He further stated that he would be meeting with LAFCO to discuss the Sphere of Influence conditions and that the fee study was moving forward, with recent focus on the methodology used to calculate building permit fees.

e.   Police Department

The Interim Police Chief reported that 153 calls had been received the last two weeks with 11 arrests and that the ongoing homocide investigation had taken numerous man-hours, resulting in two arrests and warrants issued.  The Interim Police Chief went on to report on staffing and training; on the upcoming gang subcommittee meeting and commented on a letter sent in December to IMAC detailing the need for increased security to protect the plant.

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Quadknopf

The City Manager reported that the city’s redevelopment agency consultant, Quadknopf, had offered to provide a new project team and that interviews would be taking place.  This may be a cheaper alternative than starting over with a new company and may get the process completed sooner.

b.   Community Forum
The City Manager commented that the gang taskforce was recommending a community forum and cited a need to reach out to the Hispanic community by identifying the leadership and involving them in discussions.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Garcia

When questioned, the City Manager indicated she had not heard any news on the proposed grocery store downtown and that Public Works Supervisor, Joe Freitas had not yet been released back to work. 

b.  Council member Bonta

Council member Bonta asked further questions on the meeting with LAFCO and expressed remorse over the young lady killed in an auto accident just weeks after graduating from Gustine High.

c.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira reported on upcoming meetings with MCEDCO, MCAG, Westside Healthcare Taskforce and LAFCO.

13.  Closed Session

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m.

_____________________________

Deputy City Clerk













