MINUTES

OF

APRIL 15, 2008
1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 

Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford _X   
Joe Oliveira__X__

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral__X__, James Bonta  X_, Bart Garcia_X___
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Acting Police Chief Devon Stavrowsky, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Fire Chief Pat Borrelli and Deputy City Clerk Kelly Buendia. 

4. Presentations

a.   Presentation by Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) – Overview of San Joaquin Valley Blueprint

Marjie Kern of MCAG encouraged participation in the San Joaquin Valley Blueprint process, asking city leaders and citizens alike to join in creating a vision and a voice for the valley.  She further relayed that an Executive Forum would take place on April 25. 

5. Oral Communications 

a.   Officer and Canine Handler Ricky Stice introduced Meeka, a two-year old black lab who is trained in drug recovery.  Officer Stice and Meeka gave a demonstration of a narcotics search by locating drugs previously hidden in the City Council Chamber.

b.  Rick Nagle, Gustine resident, asked if the dog could detect prescription drugs, alcohol or tobacco.  Officer Stice stated that while that training would be helpful in the high school, it would diminish the Police Department’s ability to obtain search warrants.  The Acting Police Chief also stated that nearly 95% of the crime in Gustine is related to the four drugs the dog is trained to detect.

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None
CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes, Meeting of April 1, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and approve

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

c.   Minutes of City Council and Planning Commission Workshop of April 7, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and approve

d.   EMS Monthly Report

Recommendation:  Review and file

e.   Requests of Annual Gustine Pentecost Society (GPS) Celebration

Recommendation:  Approve the following use of certain streets for the Annual GPS Celebration July 19-20, 2008:

1. Street use for two processions occurring on Saturday, July 19.  The procession route is as follows:  Linden Avenue from Our Lady of Miracles Church to Lucerne Avenue to Third Avenue to the GPS Hall at 500 Third Avenue.

2. Street use for one procession occurring on Sunday, July 20.  The procession route is as follows: Linden Avenue at Our Lady of Miracles Church to Highway 33 (with Cal-Trans approval) to Fifth Street to Third Avenue.

3. Street closures are also requested around GPS Hall July 19 6:00 AM through July 21 3:00 AM as per diagrams on file with the Gustine Police Department.

f.   Requests of Citizens for the Fourth of July

Recommendation:  That the City Council approve the following requests from the Citizens for the Fourth of July Committee:

1. Permission to hold the event July 3rd through July 4th..
2. Full use of Henry Miller Park with a waiver of fees.

3. Use of the usual parade route for the Fourth of July Parade with No Parking on 5th Street before and during the parade. Parade will begin at 5:30 pm.

4. Closure of 6th Street at GPS Hall on the night of July 3rd for the street dance.

5. Closure of 2nd Avenue at Henry Miller Park.

6. Necessary security and clean-up

7. Use of the Library meeting room for staging and storage for the events of the celebration.

g.   Resolution Declaring Public Nuisance

Recommendation:  Approve Resolution as submitted

Council member Bonta asked to remove item f, Requests of the Citizens for the Fourth of July.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira than made a motion to approve the remainder of the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mike and Judy Gandy, Citizens for Fourth of July, answered questions from the City Council.  After discussion, Council member Bonta made a motion to approve item f, Requests of the Citizens for the Fourth of July.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira.  Motion carried 5-0

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   Airport Storm Drain Master Plan

Recommendation:  Review findings and accept the Airport Drainage Master Plan prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. Staff recommends that the Plan be accepted and the City apply for and accept an Airport Improvement Program (AIP) grant to proceed with the design of Alternative B, Phase 1 as recommended.
The City Manager gave her staff report and introduced Kevin Flynn of Kimley Horn.  Mr. Flynn gave a history of the drainage problems at the airport, as well as, an overview of the Airport Storm Drain Master Plan.

After listening to a presentation followed by discussion, Council member Bonta made a motion to approve the Airport Storm Drain Master Plan and proceed with the design of Alternative B, to take place in two phases.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 5-0.

b. MCAG – Fiscal Year 2008/2009 Work Program

Recommendation:  That the City Council approves the MCAG Work Program

The City Manager gave her staff report.  After brief discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the MCAG Work Program.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 5-0.

10.  City Department Reports

a.  City Clerk’s Office

The Deputy City Clerk updated the City Council on the next City County Dinner, reported that the majority of public notices for rate increases had been mailed out and stated that with work on the census complete, she had applied for reimbursement from the Department of Finance for $1,000 to cover costs.

b.  Administrative Services

The Administrative Services Manager stated that utility bills could now be paid online and a flyer would be sent to customers.  She further reported that the budget may fall slightly behind schedule but staff was working diligently to stay on course.

c.  Fire Department

The Fire Chief reported that the new generator had been installed, wild-land training had been completed, new medical coats had been purchased, and that Gustine Firefighters served over 260 guests at the Fire Fighter of the Year banquet. 

d.  Police Department

The Acting Police Chief reported on calls over the past two weeks including numerous weed abatement issues; a theft of walnut meats; and the arrest of a parolee.  He also stated that the department could now conduct its own background screening which should save the city money.   

11.  City Manager Reports

a.  Community Development Block Grant

The City Manager reported that the city was notified that the amount of the city’s recent CDBG application would have to be reduced from $1 million to $500,000, the maximum allowed.  The news came as a surprise to grant writers and other jurisdictions, who interpreted the grant information similarly.

b.  Newman Police Chief

The City Council was informed about an invitation to the swearing in of Adam McGill, Newman’s new police chief.

c.  Valley Blue print

The City Manager commented that the city may wish to stay involved the Valley Blue Print process because the state may require compliance to the plan in the future in order to obtain grant funds.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia announced that Dennis Brazil had stepped down from the Airport Commission.  He further reported that painting had begun at the IIOF (Odd Fellows) building. 

b.  Council member Amaral

Council member Amaral announced that the Downtown Revitalization Committee would meet Thursday, April 17.  He also wished the City Manager and Mayor Pro Tem a safe trip to Washington D.C.  

c.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira reported on a budget-related meeting with the Governor in Modesto; on his upcoming travel to Washington D.C. with the One Voice delegation; and on recent interviews conducted for a MCAG citizens action group.

d.   Council member Bonta

Council member Bonta reported on his project to send World War II veterans to see the monument in Washington D.C.  He further stated he would be meeting this week with Scott Galbraith of MCEDCO (Merced County Economic Development Corporation) and representatives from a laboratory operation to discuss the establishment of an office in Gustine.  

e.   Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford commented that the Joint meeting with the Planning Commission to discuss the Zone Code went very well.  He was pleased with the ideas proposed.  

13.  Closed Session

14.  Adjournment
Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 9:50 P.M.

_____________________________

Deputy City Clerk













