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Notes from the Executive Director

Giving is life- glvmg

Christmas time is for
celebrating the gift of life,
so generously given to us
long ago. Living fully is
much more than simply ‘
surviving day t/
story about her
experience gives a glimpse

into how life-giving men-

toring is for all those

involved.

Francesca Crane

Being a friend to a family
l i ke Lisads
tough times and good
times, is lifegiving and
enriching. Healthy
friendships go two

f aewdiveryAs euavelunteérsn
restore hope for the
women and children strug-

gling with home-

STOR, lessness their

ways, and men- < ¥, ownlives are
tors often receive touched. Things
more than they (/}/(/() 6 dondt turn
give. Countless g~ % positively 100
times | have heard ; percent of the

@ A 4
volunteers expres: ; '5‘ time for the
how much they families, but the
learned and grew through connections and relation-
mentoring. ships always plant seeds of

She taught me so hope for the future.

much! During this season of

celebrating
tion of hope for the world
through the gift of Jesus,
will you be a part of re-
storing hope in this com-
munity by giving a gift of life
to women and children?

| never knew how
fragile life could be.

It was a life -changing
experience for my
whole family!

Getting a hug from a

six-year-old who had

been broken by abuse
meant the world to me.

Your gift will offer comfort
and care to families experi-
encing tough times. These
women and children need
your financial support at
this time more than ever!

There are moments when
giving a gift means more to
the giver than to the

Welcome spring with us!

Join us, together with your friends, for this special
time of learning new gardening tips and hearing

about new growth in the life of a single mother.
11™ Chester County Garden Luncheon & Sat., March

20, 2010, Desmond Great Valley Hotel,
Malvern. Featured garden speaker, Denise

Cowie.

5" Lancaster County Garden Lunch-
eon @ Sat., April 10, 2009, Eden Inn &

Suites, Lancaster. Speaker to be announced.

Visit www.BridgeofHopeLCC.org
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Sharing your life

A mentoring team of seven volunteersfroght . Paul &8s
Evangelical Lutheran, Lionville, was matched with a single
mother of two children ages 13 and 17. They are supporting
her as she works two jobs, one as a nursing assistant and the
other cleaning houses. She is hoping to soon enroll in a
certified nursing program.

Are you feeling called to support a single mother in
your community ? More women in the Lancaster area are
in need of mentoring teams. Call 39406 x 103 for details.

A mentor tells her story...

Our whole family could
be involved

Getting to the Bridge of
Hope meetings was no
small task for a family of
six. Having a second
grader and three kinder-
garteners at the time, there
are logistics to getting
homework completed,
baths finished and piano
practiced, and still having a
healthy attitude to attend
the meetings. Inevitably,
after each meeting | was
renewed, strengthened and
filled with hope. | felt
connected and could see
stronger ties forming
between our families as a
result of spending this time
together.

Lisa and Phil Rudisill

When my husband and |

joining a Bridge of Hope
mentoring group at our
church, we embraced the
idea wholeheartedly. While
we initially thought this
would be a great opportu-
nity for just the two of us, Maybe it was the hugs that

it didndt t ak ewverkgwergtodveryone ase t
it was important for whole we arrived and departed.
families to be involved. Maybe it was the playful
nicknames that the oldest

son in the family gave my
sons, or maybe it was the
school pictures that were
proudly shared and given as
gifts. Maybe it was the
memorable acting skills of
everyone while playing the
game Gestures. Maybe it

As our mentoring got un-
derway, so did the monthly
Bridge of Hope meetings.
We were encouraged to
bring our four sons to the
meetings, and since our
mother had a child the same
age as ours this time of
fellowship became an inte-

gral part of our journey. Continued on back

and Phil 6s sons

Lisa



Giving meaningful gifts

More and more, people appreciate gifts with letegm value.
This Christmas season, consider letting struggling families
know you care by giving a gift to honor someone. Use the
enclosed envelope, to send hope to single mothers and thei

children.Recently we received:

Gifts to honor:  Elaine M. Boyes, Evelyn Corrado, Veronikal
Doane, Dan East & Jen Myer (wedding gift), Mary Ellen
Huston, Kate Kooker, Dot Leatherman, Gwendolyn S.
McDowell, Pearl's Market, and Linda Witmer.

Gifts in memory of:  Mildred Cather, Elaine DaviEmma
Garber EmswilerGrace W. Evans, Mary De Felice, Mary
Landis Horst, Douglas Kohl, Genevieve Malikowski, Ruth
Moyer, Janet Reinhart, Mrs. Anna Rigg, Shirley Robinson,
Lena Rossetti, Virginia Runk, Mildred H. Snowberger, Lottie
Weaver and Isabelle Woodrow.

Go green, sign up for email

As one way to care for the world and your contributions,
Bridge of Hope recently began communicating more through
email. If you would like email notices of events and other
news, send a note to us at info@bridgeofhopelcc.org.
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717.394.7707

Staff

Executive Director
Francesca J. Crane
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Director of Development ® Exton Region Chamber of
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Alumnae Director of Commerce

Benefit shopping Dec. 13

Ten Thousand Villages Benefit Shopping 9 15% of your
purchase benefits Bridge of Hope Lancaster & Chester

Counties onSunday, December 13, 1:00 -5:00 pm.
NEW Rockvale Store & Lincoln Hwy E., Lancaster

4:00 pm drawing for $25 gift certificate

Visit www.BridgeofHopeL CC.org for a coupon for the
Ephrata Store that offers, during all of December, 15% of

your Persian rug purchase to support Bridge of Hope.

For more information visit www.tenthousandvillages.com

Your generosity impacts lives

Thanks to each
of you this year
who gave
monthly gifts of
$25, $50, $100
or more, provid-
ing consistent
support for
women with
budget counsel-
ing, rental assis-
tant, parenting
guidance and

training for their mentors! Your gifts were truly lifgiving.

Congratulations to Bob and Jennifer McNeil  on receiving
the Jordan Award for Excellence in Philanthropy. We are

blessed to call you friends of Bridge of Hope.

Congratulations to Elmer Duckinfield  in recognition for
his many years of service to the Chester County Community

Deb Halsey .

Womends Referral
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Our whole family ( cont 6

was enjoying a movie together. Maybe it was consoling the

mother during the loss of a dear friend. Maybe it was watching

our kids lose teeth at the same time.

It is a resounding YES to all those maybes. It was simply being
together and forming those family bonds that made our experi-

ence with Bridge of Hope such a blessing.

Lisa Rudisill and her family mentored a family through their church,
Penningtonville Presbyterian, Gap.

As required by the PA Solicitation of Funds Act, a copy of the official registration and financial
information for Bridge of Hope may be obtained from the PA Dept. of State by calling
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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